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g Dr. N.R. Savatikar
Assistant Professor of Sociology,KLE Societ
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Abstract: Rehglon‘ts a matter of life and death. A man d b

clothes. He takes it with him beyond the grave. Buy an does not change religion as he changes his

original religion and converting to other reigio; Mfa‘;g:;;y ??hl:gmemble S el

ety, parti : s 0 se are of deprived secti
z?hC; rtgaspschzlgsgcyf é?i?)hts anf:i scheduled tribes. Most of the Dalits {::tr:::r enfbracing' to ?usdcg;;:;te
e thnike es embrace to Christianity. In the beginning the tribals, who were despisec,t
i 5 e uncwl':hzed, very backward group and looked down upon, the Christian

mlsﬂgﬂﬂ"es prouided with essential educational and medical services, they won over their

confidence and affection. The sympathetic understanding shown by the,Chrfstian missionaries
: gbo_ut the day—to-da_y problems and coming to their rescue and assistance at times of need has had
its tmp.lact. Many tribals areas have come under the impact of Christianity more readily than with
| Hinduism. In many areas the native religious beliefs and practices of the tribals continued hand-in-
hand with Christianity.

Keywords: Religion, Conversion, Scheduled Tribes
Introduction

In fact, the issue of tribal identity is not something new or a very recent phenomenon. In
one stage, tribals preferred to follow the upper caste. Hindus in the process of Sanskritization,
giving up many of their own traditional beliefs, values and customs just to include themselves in
the Hindu fold. Then with the rapids industrialization tribals faced a different type of identity
crisis. Change in their traditional economic spheres because of adopting many industrial jobs,
resulted into the reorientation in tribal way of life with some structural and organizational

changes too.

They live in isolation, observing a totally different value system,
anged since ancient times. Their

d mainly depends on the forestry,

Since time immemorial. _ _
culture and life style, which have virtually remained unch

economy also been independent of wider economic system an
livestock and agriculture.

No doubt, Christianity has been an important factor of cultural and social change among

1 izati i izinals began to change in an extensive way
th . baptization the mentality of the aborigin : ! '

thz Eﬁlaispaﬁ?z‘ls%pf the indigenous way of life experienced a serglcehcc_mfro%t"afctygrgr:;l;i zlsw 3;\:12

d ideas resulting from the change of religion. 11X : 3
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